Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MAPUTO 00461 131356Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO PM-05 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 
CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-01 ICA-11 HA-05 
IO-13 /090W 

121956 14051 1Z/21 

R 131130Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6910 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY LUBUMBASHI 
AMEBASSY PRETORIA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 0461 

E.O.l 1652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, MZ, RH, CG, BE 

SUBJECT: RELEASE OF BELIGIAN PILOTS SHOT DOWN OVER MOZAMBIQUE 
REF: (A) 77 MAPUTO 1446 (B) KINSHASA 3529 

1 . BELGIAN PILOTS LEOPOLD MOUZON AND JEAN PIERRE MIBELLE WERE 
RELEASED APRIL 1 1 TO A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE BELGIAN EMBASSY 

IN LUSAKA, WHO HAD TRAVELLED TO MAPUTO FOR THE PUBLIC CERMONY. 
FREEING THE TWO PILOTS WAS DESCRIBED BY FOREIGN MINISTRY. 
REPRESENTATIVE SHARFUDINE KHAN AT THE RELEASED AS APERSONAL 
ACT OF CLEMENCY OF PRESIDENT SAMORA MACHEL. 

2. THE BELGIAN REPRESENTATIVE STATED THAT THE PRISONERS HAD NOT 
BEEN MINSTREATED IN MOZAMBIQUE. HE SAID THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT 
DEPLORED AND THE PILOTS THEMSELVES REGRETTED INVOLVEMENT IN 
SANCTION BREAKING ACTIVITIES. 
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3. COMMENT: AS REPORTED REF (B) THE RELEASE WAS ORDERED AFTER 
THE VISIT TO MAPUTO OF A SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF PRESIDENT 
MOBUTU. THE PILOTS WERE ACTUALLY RELEASED FROM MACHAVA 
PRISON OUTSIDE MAPUTO APRIL 6. AND LODGED IN MAPUTO'S NICEST 
HOTEL WHILE AWAITING THE ARRIVAL OF THE BELGIAN DIPLOMAT, AND 
THE FORMAL CERMONY. 
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4. DUTCH EMBASSY PERSONNEL HAD BEEN VISITING THE PRISONERS 
WEEKLY AND SAID THAT ALTHOUGH THE PILOTS WERE KEPT IN SOLITARY 
CONFINEMENT GPRM AUTHORITIES PERMITTED THEM TO HAVE UNLIMITED 
GOODS FROM DUTCH AND BELGIAN SOURCES, INCLUDING KNIVES AND RAZOR 
BLADES IN THEIR CELLS, AND THERE WAS NOT MISTREATMENT. 

5. THE PILOTS HAD BEEN CHARGED WITH VIOLATING MOZAMBIQUE AIR 
SPACE, SANCTIONS RBREAKING BEING MERCENARIES, WEAPONS SMUGGLING 
AND SPYING. THE LETTER THREE CHARGES WERE LATER DROPPED. THE 
PILOTS ADMITTED TO DUTCH OFFICIAL VIOLATING MOZAMBIQUE AIRSPACE 
AT LEAST 30 TIMES ON RHOESIA ZAIRE FLIGHTS. 

DE PRF.F. 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRISONERS RELEASE, AIRCRAFT PILOTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 13 apr 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MAPUT000461 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 60-0394 
Format: TEL 
From: MAPUTO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 9780461 /aaaabzyb.tel 

Line Count: 75 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 23f339b1-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 MAPUTO 1446, 78 KINSHASA 3529 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2982945 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: RELEASE OF BELIGIAN PILOTS SHOT DOWN OVER MOZAMBIQUE 
TAGS: PINS, MZ, RH, CG, BE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/23f339b1 -c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



